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“we’ve got something to prove.”
-  dallin leavitt 



schedulefo
ot

ba
ll

USU VS IDAHO STATE  

usu @ WAKE FOREST  

usu @ SAN JOSE STATE  

usu Vs BYU  

usu Vs COLORADO STATE  

usu @ WISCONSIN  

thursday   september 7     6:00 pm   

saturday  september 16     1:00 pm   

saturday  september 23    5:30 pm   

friday  september 29    6:00 pm   

saturday  october 7    2:30 pm   

friday  september 1    7:00 pm   saturday   october 14    2:30 pm  

USU VS WYOMING

saturday  october 21    4:00 pm   

USU @ UNLV

saturday  october 28    8:00 pm   

 USU VS BOISE STATE

saturday  noVember 4   3:30 pm   

 USU @ NEW MEXICO

saturday  noVember 18    tba 

USU VS HAWAII

saturday  noVember 25    tba  

USU @ AIR FORCE
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pos no. no.PLAYER 1 PLAYER 2

wr-X 19 tarver, ron’quavion jr 17 Van leeuwen, zach rs jr

wr-h 16 nathan, jordan rs fr 25 bright, gerold jr

rg 70 castaneda, rob rs jr 70 ali’ifua, demytrick rs fr

lt 76 andrus, roman jr 78 boyer, cody jr

rb 4 lindsey, tonny sr21 hunt, lajuan sr

wr-z 5 colston-green, jaren sr 88 byers, aleX sr

rt 52 taylor, sean rs sr 52 brooksby, preston sr

lg 68 iniguez, moroni sO 75 shaw, ty rs fr

te-y 87 raymond, daX rs sO 11 hobbs, damion sr

qB 2 myers, kent sr 10 loVe, jordan rs fr

c 51 ficklin, quin  rs jr 69 smith, roderick rs sO

O
FF

EN
SE

de 19 togiai, ian sr 47 lee, logan rs fr

ng 56 schuster, gasetoto rs jr 96 ‘unga, chris rs sO

cb 13 daVis, jalen sr 6 haney, cameron rs sO

ilb 48 christiansen, chase rs jr 33 meitzenheimer, keVin rs fr

cb 36 ingram, ja’marcus rs fr 36 fortneberry, deante jr

de 93 wildman, jacoby sO 93 uasike, mohelika sO

s 2 leaVitt, dallin rs sr 32 gunther, braXton rs fr

ilb 42 tamaiVena, suli jr 10 andersen, chasen jr

olb 51 te’i, justus sO 11 woodward, daVid rs fr

fs 28 wade, aaron jr 27 rocquemore, jontrell rs jr

olb 44 compton, louy jr 24 baker, dalton rs sO

DE
FE

N
SE

ls 50 odegard, emmett 79 pada, brandon

 kor 21 hunt, lajuan 

h 12 nelson, dj 89 dalton, aaron

p 89 dalton, aaron

pr 17 Van leeuwen, zach

pk 62 eberle, dominik

SP
EC

IA
L 

TE
AM

S rs jr

rs sO

sr

rs jr

jr

rs fr

rs jr

sr



The Aggies’ success 
this season will largely 
prosper or falter with the 
play of senior Kent Myers. 
Currently sitting at ninth 
on the all-time passing 
yards list at USU, Myers 
will be relied on to do bat-
tle with five other starting 
senior quarterbacks in the 
Mountain Division. He’ll 
also be asked to do so 
with an entirely new offen-
sive system implemented 
by new offensive coordi-
nator David Yost. The new 
system may open things 
up further for Myers both 
through the air and on the 
ground. Myers holds the 
USU single-game record 
for rushing yards by a QB 
(191 yards against Colo-

rado State in 2015) and 
looks to feature heavily in 
the Aggie rushing attack 
this year after ranking as 
the second-leading rusher 
one year ago. Myers is 
also Utah State’s all-time 
leader in interception 
rate, with only 14 inter-
ceptions on 679 career 
attempts. In 2015, Myers 
had a touchdown-to-in-
terception ratio of 16:3 
but saw that ratio drop 
to only 10:8 last season, 
albeit with an uptick while 
throwing over 160 more 
attempts and more than 
800 more yards. For 
Myers to fully deliver on 
the potential so blatantly 
shown since his injury-in-
duced emergency during 

THE BREAKDOWN
DANIEL HANSEN

his freshman year, he’ll 
ha e to return to the form 
that saw him throw three 
multi-touchdown games 
with zero interceptions. 
With last year’s backup 
QB, Damion Hobbs, 
converting this year to 
tight end, Utah State will 
trot out redshirt fresh-
man Jordan Love as the 
primary backup. Junior 
DJ Nelson, incoming JC 
transfer sophomore Zach 
Larson, and true freshman 
Henry Colombi round out 
the quarterbacks crew for 
the Aggies.

QUARTERBACKS
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The Aggies return only 
one starter from last 
year’s group. Junior KJ 
Uluave and senior Preston 
Brooksby are the only 
lineman with any starting 
experience heading into 
the season. Last season’s 
group ranked 93rd in the 
nation in sacks allowed, 
allowing 2.5 per game. 
With such little experience 
returning, USU will rely 
heavily on freshman and 
junior college transfers to 
turn around the line to the 
top 50 ranking it posted 
in the same stat only one 
season prior. JC transfers 
Roman Andrus and Rob 
Castaneda arrive as possi-
ble plug-and-play options 
that could contribute to 

RUNNING BACKS

OFFENSIVE LINE

just that. Andrus lists as a 
6-4, 280 lbs tackle while 
Castaneda, who also 
spent time at Texas Tech, 
comes in at 6-4 and 305 
lbs. Junior Sean Taylor, 
a redshirt last year after 
transferring from junior 
college, also appears to 
factor heavily into the 
rotation. Quin Ficklin 
joined Utah State in the 
spring after playing on 
the line at BYU last sea-
son and projects as the 
team’s center. Freshmen 
Alfred Edwards, Ty Shaw, 
Demytrick ali’fua, Viliamu 
McMoore, and Chandler 
Dolphin look to provide 
depth through the line.

It has been four years since 
Utah State last produced 
a 1,000-yard rusher. Then, 
Joey Demartino rushed for 
1221 yards as a senior. 
This year’s best bet to end 
the drought is senior Tonny 
Lindsey, who led the team in 
rushing last season. Lindsey 
amassed 763 yards on only 
148 carries and could look 
to eclipse the century mark 
with a heavier workload this 
season. Lindsey topped 100 
yards in a game only twice 
last season, at Colorado 
State and Nevada, but re-
ceived 12 or fewer carries in 
seven contests. With a yards 
per carry average of 5.2 last 
season, Lindsey would need 

only 192 carries at the same 
pace to top 1,000 yards on 
a season. The last Aggie run-
ning back to top 192 carries 
in a season, consequently, 
was also Demartino in 2013. 
Alongside Lindsey, senior La-
Juan Hunt and junior Justen 
Hervey are looking to make 
an impact in the backfield as 
well. Hunt led the Aggies in 
rushing three seasons ago 
before relinquishing the title 
to Devantae Mays and Lind-
sey and subsequent seasons. 
A freshman rounds out the 
depth chart in the redshirted 
Morian Walker. 



The secret to Utah State’s 
recent run of defensive pres-
tige has relied heavily on a 
stout run defense. From 2011 
through 2016, the Aggies 
finished within the top 50 
rush defenses in the country 
each season. Over that same 
time, USU went 43-24. For 
the team to return to the 
success of recent years, the 
defensive line will have to re-
turn to its elite form as well. 
This year’s squad boasts little 
experience, but oozes with 
potential. The group will still 
be led by two of its more ex-
perienced members in senior 
Ian Tagiai and sophomoe 
Mohelika Uasike. The pair 
combined for eight starts 

Of the previous nine 
Aggies drafted into the 
NFL, one third have been 
linebackers. With names 
like Vigil, Fackrell, and 
Wagner preceding them, 
the pressure to perform 
and lead the USU de-
fense from the linebacker 
position is daunting. This 
season, the group looks 
to live up to the billing 
of one Utah State’s most 
storied positions. Return-
ing from last season are 
junior Derek Larsen and 
senior Alex Huerta, who 
combined last season to 
start 14 games and total 
88 tackles on the year. 
Junior Chas Christiansen 
and sophomore Just Te’i 
both return with starting 
experience as well. A 
number of JC transfers 
also arrive to reinforce 

DEFENSIVE LINE

LINEBACKERS

and 48 tackles last season. 
Supporting the effort will 
be junior Adewale Adeoye, 
who played in seven games 
a year ago, and JC transfer 
Devon Anderson. Junior Gas-
etoto Schuster looks to also 
build on his 2016 campaign 
where he totaled 18 tackles 
over 11 games. Junior Jake 
Templeton and sophomore 
Christopher ‘Unga are 
the only two other players 
with in-game experience. 
Freshmen Logan Lee, Caden 
Anderson, Jake Pitcher, Keith 
Tambe, Nami Tuitu’u, and 
Ritisoni Fata round out the 
defensive front.

the group as juniors Suli 
Tamaivena and Louy 
Compton come to Logan 
poised to contribute to 
the defense. The corps 
also runs deep, as junior 
Chasen Andersen and se-
nior Patrick Miranda also 
return with in-game ex-
perience for the Aggies. 
A quartet of sophomores 
are also available to 
provide depth as Dalton 
Baker, Braden Harris, Ma-
son Tobeck, and Mason 
Gajkowski look to prove 
their worth and climb the 
depth chart this season. 
A plethora of freshmen 
also stand at the ready in 
David Woodward, Troy 
Murray, Daniel Langi, 
Kevin Meitzenheimer, and 
Jamaal Evans.
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CAL.

Perhaps the best position 
group entering the season, 
the secondary has high 
expectations to meet. Jalen 
Davis became the first cor-
nerback in school history to 
start a season opener as a 
true freshman. After receiv-
ing honorable mention to the 
All-MW team in 2015, Davis 
was absent during award 
season and will look to re-
turn with a stellar senior sea-
son. After from BYU in 2015, 
senior Dallin Leavitt became 
an almost instantaneous 
vocal and spiritual leader 
for the team. In his junior 
season, Leavitt recorded 57 
tackles and three intercep-
tions, leading all returning 
Aggies in both categories. 
Junior Jontrell Rocquemore 
also returns after tallying 

Utah State has several holes 
to fill on special teams. The 
Aggies’ leading kicker of 
one year ago is gone, as 
are the top kickoff and punt 
returners. Gerald Bright is 
the most experienced re-
turner on the roster, having 
returned nine kickoffs with a 
20.3 yard per return aver-
age. Jordan Nathan, a shifty 
freshman wide receiver, also 
may receive play as a re-
turner. Running backs Lajuan 
Hunt, Justin Hervey, and 
Tonny Lindsey also served 
as returners in sparing roles 
last season and could see 
the same action this year. 
At kicker, the future looks 
to be Dominik Eberle. The 
sophomore from Germany 
went 3-5 on field goals last 
season, missing only on two 

SECONDARY

SPECIAL TEAMS

39 tackles and two INTs 
one year ago. Junior Gaje 
Ferguson also returns with 
starting experience at the 
safety position to solidify 
an impressive back end of 
the defense. Senior Westley 
Bailey ranked second on 
the team last season with 
four pass break ups and will 
look to further improve in his 
final season. Junior Deante 
Fortenberry arrives as a JC 
transfer and looks to provide 
depth alongside sophomores 
Cameron Haney, Chance 
Parker, and junior Aaron 
Wade. A slew of freshman 
wait in the wings in Jarrod 
Green, Jay Brown, Zahodri 
Jackson, Ja’Marcus Ingram, 
Zach Swenson, Braxton Gun-
ther, and Chase Nelson.

40+ yard attempts, with a 
long of 43 yards as part of 
a perfect 3-3 day at Neva-
da. Punter Aaron Dalton 
averaged over 41 yards per 
punt as a freshman in 2015, 
but saw his averages drop to 
under 38 in his sophomore 
campaign. Much of that 
drop can be traced back to 
punt coverage. The Aggies 
allowed an average of yards 
per punt return last season, 
fourth-worst in the country. 
Dalton and the coverage 
team will look to right the 
ship this season as part of 
a special teams hoping to 
rebound after a disappoint-
ing season.
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ROSTER
no ht wt pos eXpyrplayers HOMETOWN/HIGH SCHOOL/LAST COLLEGE

CB

dallin leaVitt portland, ore./central catholic/byu2 5-10 205 S SR 1L

gaje ferguson wendon, utah/mountain crest/snow college23 6-0 210 S JR 1L

28 aaron wade lithia, fla./newsome6-1 210 S JR 2L

RS/FR

RS/FR

RS/FR

RS/FR

RS/FR

RS/FR

29 zach swenson salt lake city, utah/east5-11 190 S RS/FR RS

6 CB SOcameron haney los angeles, calif./cathedral5-11 180 1L

27 CB JRdeante fortenberry oakland, calif./pittsburg/cc of san francisco5-11 195 JC

30 CB FRandre grayson rancho cucamonga, calif./etiwanda5-8 150 HS
31 CB FRzahodri jackson sarasota, fla./riVerView5-11 165 HS

RS/FR36 CBja’marcus ingram dallas, teXas/south oak cliff6-1 185 RS
37 CB FRjarrod green elk groVe, calif./cosumnes oaks5-11 175 HS

19 DE SRian togiai west Valley city, utah/hunter6-2 280 3L

10 LB JRchasen andersen logan, utah/logan/wisconsin5-11 225 1L

RS/FR97 DEjake pitcher smithfield, utah/sky View6-3 250 RS

JR40 LBofa latu smithfield, utah/sky View6-1 220 JC

JR42 LBsuli tamaiVena kirkland, wash./juanita/mt. san antonio jc6-0 230 JC
SO43 LBsialao mobley herriman, utah/herriman/byu6-2 220 TR
JR44 LBlouy compton waterford, mich./waterford mott/ellsworth cc6-3 230 JC
SO46 LBmason tobeck puyallup, wash./cascade christian6-2 225 1L

JR48 LBchase christiansen smithfield, utah/sky View6-1 220 JC
JR49 LBderek larsen logan, utah/logan6-3 240 2L

JR56 NGgasetoto schuster long beach, calif./long beach poly6-0 295 2L

SO51 LBjustus te’i oceanside, calif./mission ills6-3 240 1L

90 NGritisoni fata redlands, calif./east Valley6-1 280 RS

SO53 LBbraden harris gunnison, utah/gunnison Valley6-3 235 SQ

SO96 NGchristopher ‘unga rancho cucamonga, calif./rancho cucamonga6-0 300 1L

SO99 NGmohelika uasike euless, teXas/l.d. bell6-1 300 1L

SR50 LSemmett odegard greenwich, conn./greenwich/nassau cc6-1 220 1L

57 LSbrandon pada glendale, ariz./mountain ridge5-10 205 RS

JR51 OLquin ficklin mesa, ariz./red mountain/byu6-2 290 TC

SR55 OLandrew chen calabasas, calif./chaminade college prep6-4 290 SQ

58 OLdemytrick ali’ifua san leandro, calif./san leandro6-3 310 RS

JR66 OLkj uluaVe laie, hawaii/kahuku6-4 305 1L
SO68 OLmoroni iniguez kaysVille, utah/daVis/snow jc6-2 330 JC

FR61 OLwyatt o’Banion dos palos, calif./dos palos6-1 275 HS

SR64 OLjarom ioane bountiful, utah/bountiful6-6 360 1L

JR70 OLrob castaneda round rock, teXas/round rock/ellsworth cc6-4 300 JC
FR72 OLalfred edwards redlands, calif./redlands senior6-7 310 HS
SR73 OLpreston brooksby peoria, ariz./sunrise mountain/glendale cc6-5 290 1L
FR74 OLchandler dolphin sandy, utah/alta6-3 295 HS

75 OLty shaw south jordan, utah/herriman6-4 300 RS
JR76 OLroman andrus el dorado hills, calif./oakridge/snow cc6-4 300 JC

77 OLVilliamu mcmoore kapolei, hawa’i/kapolei6-5 305 RS
JR78 OLcody boyer st. george, utah/pineView6-5 285 1L
FR79 OLmccord meyers mclean, Va./mclean6-4 300 HS

52 OLsean taylor Vallejo, calif./Valley/laney college6-5 305 JC

47 DElogan lee reXburg, idaho/madison6-3 260 RS

12 LBaleX huerta wellsVille, utah/mountain crest6-3 235 2L

55 DE JRadewale adeoye st. louis, mo./ritenour6-3 270 1L

18 LB FRjamaal eVans las Vegas, neV./centennial6-3 270 HS

54 DL FRnami tuitu’u mesa, ariz./mesa6-2 290 HS

91 DE SOdeVon anderson baltimore, md./oVerlea/dodge city cc6-1 285 JC

20 LB SRpatrick lee miranda pawtucket, r.i./st. raphael academy/chabot jc5-10 220 1L

RS/FR98 DLconnor meyers mclean, Va./mclean/southern utah6-5 260 TR

69 DE JRjake templeton boise, idaho/timberline/boise state6-2 280 SQ

24 LB SOdalton baker payson, utah/payson6-4 255 1L

93 DE SOjacoby wildman logan, utah/uogan6-2 265 1L

RS/FR33 LBkeVin meitzenheimer logan, utah/uogan5-11 255 RS

SR

3 FS JRjontrell rocquemore mckinney, teXas/mckinney6-1 210 2L

RS/FR94 DEcaden andersen logan, utah/logan6-2 280 RS

SO38 LBmason gajkowski sandy, utah/jordan6-1 225 SQ

RS/FR9 LBdaVid woodward olympia, wash./olympia6-2 220 RS

FR39 LBmaika magalei lakewood, wash./lakes6-2 220 HS

13 CB SRjalen daVis la mesa, calif./heliX5-10 185 3L

41 CB FRstegan garner declo, idaho/declo5-11 190 HS

8 SRwesley bailey huntsVille, ala./j.o. johnson/eastern arizona cc6-1 200 1L

no ht wt pos eXpyrplayers HOMETOWN/HIGH SCHOOL/LAST COLLEGE

JR89 Paaron dalton bountiful, utah/Viewmont6-4 225 2L

SO98 Pzach lee cleVeland, tenn./cleVeland5-11 195 SQ

FR59 PKconnor coles bozeman, mont./bozeman6-1 185 HS
SO60 PKmichael smith highland, utah/lone peak5-10 190 HS

SO62 PKdominik eberle nuremberg, germany/redondo union (ca)6-2 180 SQ

SR2 QBkent myers rowlett, teXas/sachse6-0 205 3L

FR20 RBtre miller st. george, utah/diXie6-1 215 HS
SR21 RBlajuan hunt fort lauderdale, fla./uniVersity5-8 195 3L

FR3 QBhenry colombi hollywood, fla./chamindae madonna college prep6-2 195 HS

JR22 RBeltoro allen elk groVe, calif./elk groVe/riVerside cc5-9 180 JC

15 Sbaron gajkowski alpine, utah/lone peak6-1 205 RS

JR34 RBjusten herVey beaumont, teXas/westbrook5-10 215 2L

29 RBmorian walker, jr. san jose, calif./Valley christian6-1 205 RS

FR26 Schase nelson logan, utah/logan5-9 195 HS

SR11 TEdamion hobbs cedar hill, teXas/cedar hill/oregon6-2 245 2L

JR18 QBdj nelson logan, utah/logan5-9 200 2L

JR32 RBtywayne adams patterson, calif./patterson/san joaquin delta jc 5-8 180 JC
32 SbraXton gunther woods cross, utah/woods cross5-10 185 HS

JR85 TEemerson woods sandy, utah/brighton/snow college6-3 230 JC

87 TE daX raymond proVo, utah/timpView6-5 245 1L

SO15 QBzach larson orem, utah/timpanogos/snow jc5-9 185 JC

SO31 Schance parker kaysille, utah/daVis6-1 200 SQ

FR86 TEcarson terrell lehi, utah/lehi6-4 235 HS

89 TEtraVis boman henderson, neV./coronado6-4 240 RS

95 TEtyler thornock missoula, mont./big sky6-6 245 RS

SR4 RBtonny lindsey, jr. long beach, calif./woodrow wilson/cerritos jc5-9 195 2L

JR1 WRron’quavion tarver belle glade, fla./glades central/fort scott cc6-3 215 1L

SR5 WRjaren colston-green tallahassee, fla./leon/arizona western6-1 185 2L

SR7 WRaleX byers riVerView, fla./spoto/antelope Valley6-2 185 1L

SO14 WRchad artist logan, utah/logan6-2 190 1L

16 WRjordan nathan monroVia, calif./monroVia5-9 175 RS
JR17 WRzach Van leeuwen proVo, utah/timpView6-0 185 2L

SR39 WRconnor mcguire roy, utah/roy/snow colleged5-11 185 SQ

SO80 WRdylan spradling parker, colo./ponderosa/grossmont jc5-11 185 JC
FR81 WRsaVon scarVer las Vegas, neV./centennial6-0 190 HS
FR82 WRpreston curtis salt lake city, utah/east5-10 180 HS
JR83 WRaaren Vaughns altadena, calif./charter oak/mt. san antonio jc5-8 185 JC

84 WRtaylor compton logan, utah/logan5-8 175 RS

88 WRbraelon roberts dallas, teXas/bishop dunne6-3 200 3L

SO25 WR gerold bright pensacola, fla./escambia5-9 190 1L

10 QBjordan loVe bakersfield, calif./liberty6-3 215 RSRS/FR

RS/FR

RS/FR

RS/FR

RS/SO

RS/FR

RS/FR

RS/FR

SO

SR

RS/JR

MATT WELLS HEAD COACH
FRANK MAILE ASST. HEAD COACH/CO-DEF. COORD./DL

KENDRICK SHAVER CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR/OLB

JOVON BOUKNIGHT OUTSIDE RECEIVERS

WAQA DAMUNI ASSISTANT ATHLETICS DIRECTOR FOR FOOTBALL OPERATIONS

GUSTAVO MANZANARES DEFENSIVE GRADUATE ASSISTANT

DAVID YOST  OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR/QBS

STEVE FARMER OFFENSIVE LINE

NAUFAHU TAHI OFFENSIVE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

JULIUS BROWN DEFENSIVE BACKS

BRAD KRAGTHORPE OFFENSIVE GRADUATE ASSISTANT

JARED RUSSELL DIRECTOR OF PLAYER PERSONNEL

UANI UNGA DEFENSIVE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/LB

MARK TOMMERDAHL SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR/RBS

LUKE WELLS TES/INSIDE RECEIVERS

AMAN ANAND DEFENSIVE GRADUATE ASSISTANT/SPECIAL TEAMS

STACY COLLINS  INSIDE LINEBACKERS

JOHN CANNOVA OFFENSIVE GRADUATE ASSISTANT/OL

DAVE KRAGTHORPE SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE HEAD COACH

DAVE SCHOLZ  HEAD STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING COACH
BILL GARREN  
MIKE BAIR 

VIDEO COORDINATOR
EQUIPMENT COORDINATOR

COACHES
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2016-17 STATISTICS

# RANK

PASSING YARDS   

POINTS ALLOWED

DEFENSE

TOTAL OFFENSE 4515
2469
2046
287

22
7

352
4455

11
8

10
11

9
8
5
2

INTERCEPTIONS

POINTS
RUSHING YARDS

TOTAL YARDS

SACKS

STAT
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COACHING 
CHANGES

The Utah State special teams will have 
a new leader at the helm in 2017 with 
the addition of special teams coordi-
nator Mark Tommerdahl to the staff. 
Tommerdahl brings a wealth of expe-
rience and knowledge to the squad, 
having spent the past 33 years of his 
life coaching college football all over 
the country.

Tommerdahl, a Minnesota native, 
spent the first 11 seasons of his 
coaching career in various offensive 
coaching positions at University of 
Wyoming. Following his time at Wyo-
ming, he went on to become the spe-
cial teams coordinator at Minnesota, 
New Mexico, TCU, Alabama, Texas 
A&M, Louisiana Monroe, Louisiana 
Tech, and most recently at California. 

In his most recent position at the Uni-
versity of California, Tommerdahl 
served as the special teams coordina-
tor as well as assistant head coach. 
He was there from 2013-2016 before 
being hired on at Utah State.

MARK TOMMERDAHL

Photo by Erica McNeill
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For the sixth time in the past seven 
seasons, Utah State will have a new 
coordinator taking over the offense. 
David Yost was named to the position 
of offensive coordinator in December, 
and hopes to help lead the Aggies to 
their goal of a Mountain 
West championship.

Yost, an Ohio native, brings 23 years 
of collegiate coaching experience 
with him to Logan. Following his grad-
uation at Kent State in 1992, Yost has 
had coaching stops at Tiffin University, 
Toledo, Missouri, Washington State, 
and Oregon. He has spent much of 
his coaching career working with 
quarterbacks, and has four years of 
offensive coordinator experience un-
der his belt as well. 
During his most recent coaching stop 
at the University of Oregon, Yost was 
the passing game coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach for an offense 
that ranked 16th nationally in yards 
per game and 27th nationally in 
points per game.

DAVID YOST While the offensive coordinator at 
University of Missouri, Yost coached 
the Tigers to three Big 12 North 
Championships in four years, and 
led an offense that annually ranked 
among the top in the country. He also 
coached three future-NFL quarter-
backs, Blaine Gabbert, Brad Smith, 
and Chase Daniel.

Photo by Matt Halton
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WES MANGUM

SUPER BOWL CHAMP

After a tumultuous past few 
seasons that saw him play 
for four different teams in 
four years, Turbin has land-
ed himself a home and an 
established role in India-
napolis. Turbin scored a 
career-high 7 rushing TDs 
in 2016. The Colts have 
used Turbin frequently in 
red-zone situations, as he 
has proven to be an effec-
tive short-yardage option. 
Turbin is expected to split 
time with Frank Gore this 
upcoming season. As Wag-
ner’s former teammate in 
Seattle, Turbin was also a 
Super Bowl champion 
in 2013.

RB robert turbin 
 indianapolis colts

7 RUSHING TDs

Alexander’s journey to the 
NFL has been a long one, 
but he has entrenched him-
self as a starting safety for 
the Rams and bright part 
of Los Angeles’ future. Al-
exander went from being 
dismissed from USU be-
tween his junior and senior 
seasons due to a fight, to 
finding work in his season 
away from football as a 
janitor in the very dome 
in which the Rams play, 
to having a standout final 
year at USU. Alexander 
was then selected by his 
hometown Rams in 2014 
in the fourth round of the 
NFL draft, and he made 
his mark on special teams 
in his rookie year. After be-
coming a starter in 2016, 
Alexander broke out by re-
cording 50 tackles, a sack, 
and two interceptions.

SS maurice aleXander 
los angeles rams

50 TACKLES

2 INTERCEPTIONS

 1 SACK

The 2017 offseason has 
been an interesting one 
for Penn. The veteran has 
not reported to training 
camp, as he is holding out 
in hopes of renegotiating 
his contract. Penn is on the 
final year of a two-year 
deal, in which he is due 
$5.8 million in 2017. The 
11-year veteran has estab-
lished himself as one of the 
most consistent blindside 
protectors in the league, 
and the Raiders will rely 
on him to supply Derek 
Carr with pass protection. 
This will be Penn’s fourth 
season with Oakland, after 
spending the first part of 
his career in Tampa Bay. 
Penn has also proven to 
be a sneaky weapon near 
the goal line, with four TD 
receptions on six catches in 
his career.

LT donald penn  
oakland raiders

4 TD RECEPTIONS

BLINDSIDE PROTECTOR
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Fackrell will see a sub-
stantial increase in play-
ing time for Green Bay. 
With veteran pass-rushers 
Datone Jones and Julius 
Peppers departing in the 
offseason, the Packers 
will rely on Fackrell to 
provide pressure off of 
the edge. He will be the 
primary Packers third op-
tion at outside linebacker 
behind Clay Matthews 
and Nick Perry. Fackrell 
recorded 18 tackles and 
a pair of sacks on the Fro-
zen Tundra in 2016.

LB kyler fackrell 
green bay packers

TWO SACKS

18 TACKLES

 SECOND-TEAM REPS

“HE NOT ONLY WILL 
MAKE YOU MISS, BUT HE 
RUNS WITH POWER,”

- MIKE MCCARTHY

After being picked up by 
Green Bay in the 7th round 
of the 2017 draft, Mays is 
hoping to find a spot in the 
Packers’ wide open back-
field. Green Bay’s running 
back situation is a peculiar 
one. The Packers return 
only one back that got sig-
nificant carries last year in 
converted wide receiver 
Ty Montgomery. Behind 
Montgomery, the Packers 
are hoping to fill the depth 
chart with three rookie ball 
carriers: Mays, Jamaal 
Williams and Aaron Jones. 
Mays will certainly get his 
chance to prove his worth, 
and he could prove to be a 
great late-round find. 

RB deVante mays  
green bay packers

Lawson started all 16 
games for Detroit in 2016,
helping the Lions to make 
the playoffs. He finished 
with the second least 
amount of  targets among 
defensive backs in the NFL, 
behind only Patrick Peter-
son. The speedy corner-
back finished the year with 
64 tackles and nine passes 
defended. He has worked 
hard to establish himself as 
a key piece of the young 
Detroit defense after being 
selected in the fourth round 
of the 2014 draft. Lawson 
is playing out the final year 
of his rookie contract.

CB neVin lawson  
detroit lions

STARTED 16 GAMES

9 PASSES DEFENDED

64 TACKLES

FIRST TEAM ALL-NFL

Wagner is fresh off of the 
finest season of his NFL 
career. He has established 
himself as one of the top 
defensive players in the 
game, leading the league 
in tackles in 2016. Wagner 
recorded 167 takedowns, 
as well as 4.5 sacks and 
an interception. The de-
fensive captain of the Se-
ahawks has been named 
to three consecutive Pro 
Bowls and has been a First 
Team All-NFL selection for 
two straight seasons. Wag-
ner, who was a Super Bowl 
champion with the Sea-
hawks in 2013, received 
votes for Defensive Player 
of the Year this 
past season.

CB bobby wagner  
seattle seahawks

4.5 SACKS

167 TACKLES



You know the name Jalen 
Davis. He’s been a fixture 
in the Utah State secondary 
for three years, the only 
true freshman to start a sea-
son opener at cornerback 
for the Aggies in program 
history. He’s collected six 
career interceptions, four 
sacks and three forced 
fumbles over 36 starts. But 
despite months of analysis, 
offseason hype and prob-
ing media interviews lead-
ing up to Davis’ breakout 
season, no one seemed to 
mention his name.

logan jones

Gems like Davis who fly 
completely under the radar 
only to buck expectations 
and earn the label “impact 
player” are the heart and 
soul of college football. 
Every team has potential 
candidates, and it’s often 
the performance of these 
unscouted, unheralded 
X-factors that determine ex-
actly how special a team’s 
season becomes. For the 
2017 Utah State Aggies — a 
squad hungry to reclaim its 
identity and rediscover suc-
cess — these impact players 
just might be the key to a 
bounce-back season.

Book your stay or event today.
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////////////// 17 Meeting Rooms & Auditorium ////////////////////////////
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As a redshirt freshman, it’s got to feel 
good when your starting quarterback 
name-drops you in the preseason.
That’s encouraging news, as the spring 
departure of Rayshad Lewis appeared 
to deal a serious blow to USU’s receiv-
ing group. Instead, this 5-foot-9 Cal-
ifornia native stepped into a critical 
role in the Aggies’ new fast-paced of-
fense, and has looked starting-quality 
at every turn. Fall camp saw Nathan 
buzzing through would-be tacklers, 

catching defenders off-guard with 
well-timed sweeps and displaying 
a knack for finding open field in the 
kick return game. At worst, the Aggies 
have a nice special teams option with 
Nathan on the roster, but as a shifty 
outlet for Myers’ short passing game 
who can find yards where there ought 
to be none, it’s possible Nathan is a 
more than capable replacement for 
Lewis  — and a key cog in the offense.

“i THiNK JORDaN NaTHaN 
HaS COmE iNTO THaT 
SLOT POSiTiON aND REaLLy 
showed us that he’s 
THE maN aT THaT SPOT,” 
myERS SaiD. “i THiNK 
he’s ready to go right 
NOW.”

ADEWALE ADEOYE

ELTORO ALLEN

Adeoye is the best thing Aggie fans 
and opposing quarterbacks won’t see 
coming. A relatively unknown player 
to those with their noses stuck in last 
year’s stat sheets, Adeoye will play 
a prominent role in Utah State’s pass 
rush this fall. The big defensive end 
is up almost 20lbs after a productive 
offseason, and has the build and ex-

It’s probably fair to say many of Utah 
State’s running backs could go off this 
season — Tonny Lindsay could see more 
carries as the flashier of two seniors, 
with LaJuan Hunt adding tons of expe-
rience as a grind-it-out guy in his final 
year. Justin Hervey describes his role in 
the offense as part of a “three-headed 
monster.” What could be interesting is 
the addition of a fourth name to that 
mix — JUCO transfer Eltoro Allen. Allen 
received a dozen carries in the Aggies’ 
final preseason scrimmage and made 

use of every one of them, causing run-
ning backs coach Mark Tommerdahl to 
comment both Hervey and Allen are 
“right in the mix.”

With USU’s primary aim being a fast-
paced, efficient offense, it’s likely fans 
will see multiple running backs answer-
ing the call each week. Allen’s upside 
is undeniable, and it’s possible the ju-
nior could carve out a role for himself 
in his first year playing Div. I.

plosiveness to throw people around. The 
Aggies’ experience on the back end is 
well-documented, but for any secondary 
to be effective there must be pressure on 
the quarterback — pressure Adeoye will 
provide in his first year as a starter on 
a defensive line looking to take a leap 
forward after a mediocre 2016.
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Perhaps the most disappointing aspect 
of Utah State’s 2016 squad was a 
lack of star linebackers. An impressive 
streak of NFL prospects has patrolled 
the Aggies’ front seven for years, and 
though last year’s patchwork unit did 
manage to send Ricky Ali’ifua to Kan-
sas City, the group ultimately failed in 
its efforts to stop the run in a confer-
ence built on the backs of ground-and-

pound offenses. The Aggies allowed 
203 rushing yards per game in 2016, 
and with one of the Mountain West’s 
best secondaries covering the back 
end, it’s imperative for the linebacking 
unit to return to form.
Enter Justus Te’i, an energetic soph-
omore looking to make an impact in 
his first season as a regular starter. 
Te’i boasts the intelligence you want 
in a multidimensional linebacker, able 
to play both inside and outside and 
aware of his own potential to be a 
force against the run and the short 
passing game. Whether his ceiling is 
NFL-caliber remains to be seen, but his 
potential to disrupt the host of expe-
rienced MW quarterbacks facing the 
Aggies this fall is enticing.

JAREN COLSTON-GREEN

DAX RAYMOND

For a senior, Colston-Green is a rela-
tively unknown commodity. According 
to both coach Wells and offensive co-
ordinator David Yost, that won’t be the 
case come December. The Tallahassee 
native has been turning heads since 
spring ball and continued to do so in 
the earliest days of fall camp as one of 
Myers’ favorite end zone targets. Yost 
says he looks like a new player, and 

Dax Raymond can do it all. In camp drills he flies 
through routes, pulling in jump balls with ease and 
looking way too comfortable for a dude who’s just 
a sophomore with four career receptions under his 
belt. He will headline a solid tight end group this 
fall and make for a useful weapon in new offensive 
coordinator David Yost’s playbook. At 6-foot-5 
and 245 lbs, Raymond is this year’s answer to the 
question “Didn’t Wyatt Houston graduate?”

JCG himself noted speeding up his 
game to match the pace at which USU 
wants to move the ball. It’s always fun 
seeing a senior on the list of potential 
breakout players, but it’s more than 
just a nice story — Colston-Green is on 
a mission this season, and teammates 
and coaches alike have taken note.
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Ja D E N J O H N S O N

THE LEGEND OF
THE LINEBACKER

While the Utah State 
football team has had its 
ups and downs through-
out the past decade, 
one thing has remained 
constant: 

A TRADITION OF 
DOMINANCE AND 
SUCCESS BY ITS 
LINEBACKERS. 

The Aggie lineback-
er corps has become 
an integral part of the 
program’s success, be-
ing one of the biggest 
storylines and brightest 
spots on the field year in 
and year out.

Who could forget the 
heroics of players like 
the Vigil brothers, Ky-
ler Fackrell, and Jake 
Doughty? Then of 
course there’s the man 
who wrote the defensive 
record book himself,
 Bobby Wagner. 

In recent years, excellent 
linebackers have become 
as much of a tradition at 
Utah State as singing the 
Scotsman and eating Ag-
gie Ice Cream. With so 
many linebackers doing 
well at both the collegiate 
and professional level, 
Utah State has gained a 
national reputation.

“That’s the reason I came 
here,” said sophomore 
linebacker Justus Te’i, who 
took many by surprise 
when he broke into the 
starting lineup last sea-
son as a true freshman. 
“There’s just such a high 
standard here set by the 
guys in the past.”  

With player after player 
entering the NFL ranks 
what seems like every sea-
son, USU has gained a 
reputation as a linebacker 
factory, and Logan has be-
come a must-visit place for 
pro scouts seeking young 
defensive talent. 

Bobby Wagner set the 
standard for this gener-
ation of Aggies when he 
tied a school-record 446 
tackles during his four-
year career. After grad-
uating in 2011, he went 
on to get drafted in the 
second round of the NFL 
Draft by the Seattle Sea-
hawks, and eventually to 



there’s just such a 
high standard here set 
by the guys in the past. 

win a Super Bowl his rook-
ie year and later to lead 
the entire league in tackles 
in 2016. 

Though Wagner’s college 
and professional football 
success can be compared 
to only a few players in 
USU football history, that 
won’t stop current players 
from trying to live up to it.
 
“If you’re ever going 
to compare yourself to 
Bobby Wagner I’m sure 
there’s going to be pres-
sure,” Te’i said. “It makes 
you put pressure on your-
self to hold yourself to 
those standards.”

Since Wagner’s depar-
ture, USU has had eight 
linebackers make their 
way to the NFL, wheth-
er by being drafted or 
signing an undrafted 
free agent contract. Jake 
Doughty, after brief stint in 
the NFL, was able to con-
tinue his playing career 
in the Canadian Football 
League. Bojay Filimoeatu 
played a season with the 
Oakland Raiders before 
breaking into coaching, 
and he is currently the line-
backers coach at 
San Jose State.

In 2016 the national spot-
light shined on the USU 
defense when Nick Vigil 
and Kyler Fackrell were 
drafted back-to-back in 
the third round of the NFL 
Draft by the Cincinnati 
Bengals and the Green 

Bay Packers respectively.  
The elder of the Vigil 
brothers, Zach, entered 
the league as an undraft-
ed free agent, but was giv-
en an opportunity to play 
for the Miami Dolphins 
and spent his first two 
years there. He recently 
signed on to play for the 
Washington Redskins.

“The reason we have so 
much success with the line-
backers is because we’re 
set to such a high stan-
dard because of those 
guys, and we try to live up 
to that standard,” said se-
nior linebacker Alex Huer-
ta. “We care about that 
legacy. We care about 
keeping the legacy go-
ing.”

Utah State co-defensive 
coordinator and outside 
linebackers coach Kend-
rick Shaver said that the 
coaches love to talk about 
the corps’ past success to 
motivate players, but try 
not to put too much pres-
sure on their shoulders.

“That’s a ghost we’re all 
chasing,” Shaver said. 
“But those are special, 
special guys. I don’t think 
it’s pressure.”

Perhaps the most impres-
sive part of the Aggies’ 
linebacker success is their 
player development. Shav-
er said he takes pride in 
being able to recruit play-
ers who were overlooked 
by larger programs and 

develop them into stars. 

“This is a development 
program,” he said. “We 
rarely get the ‘ready-
made guy.’ Zach Vigil was 
a walk-on. Bobby Wagner 
had one other offer be-
sides us. Fackrell didn’t 
have any offers. It’s all 
about development.”

But not every standout 
high school athlete is cut 
out to be a Utah State 
linebacker, Shaver said. 
It takes a certain kind of 
player and personality 
to develop from an over-
looked high school athlete 
to a college star or even 
NFL player.

So what’s his secret? It’s 
all about scouting the right 
guys.

When Shaver goes out on 
recruiting trips looking for 
the next Bobby Wagner, 
he likes to look for three 
traits in a player. First, 
great physicality and the 
ability to embrace contact 
rather than shy away from 
it. Second, natural speed 
and great instincts. Third, 
and most importantly, a 
deep love for the game of 
football.

“At the high school level 
it’s all fun and games,” 
he said. “You see these 
colleges on ESPN wearing 
their Nike uniforms and it 
seems all cool, but what 
about that 6 a.m. work-
out you’re gonna have to 
go to? What about that 
8 p.m. tutor session you 
have to go to when you’ve 

JUSTUS TE’I 
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been up since 5:30? What 
happens from Monday 
thru Friday to get to Sat-
urday? It’s a grind, so 
you’ve gotta love it or you 
won’t make it. It will eat 
you up.”
Aggie coaches and fans 
alike are hoping this pro-
cess has been followed 
and is successful as the 
team prepares for the 
2017 season. 

After a lackluster, inju-
ry-riddled season for the 
linebacker corps in 2016, 
this year’s group will 
need to bounce back and 
use their experience and 
depth in order to return to 
dominance. 
Though the group lost two 
key starters to graduation 
in Brock Carmen and An-
thony Williams, they wel-
come back seven letter-

winners from last season, 
each of which got playing 
time during some point in 
the season. 
Utah State fans will also 
see a slew of new faces 
playing linebacker this 
season, as the Aggies 
made bringing in strong 
new additions to the corps 
a big focus of the offsea-
son.

“We knew we had to go 
out and create depth 
and competition at this 
position,” Shaver said. 
“There’s no secret that the 
linebacker corps lacked 
depth last year and we 
had to go address that.” 

Among those newcom-
ers who will vie for play-
ing time this season are 
freshman Maika Magalei, 
Kevin Meitzenheimer and 

David Woodward. Meit-
zenheimer and Wood-
ward each took advan-
tage of a redshirt season 
last year and are expect-
ed to contribute in a big 
way this season.

The Aggies also welcome 
in some junior college tal-
ent at linebacker this sea-
son with Snow College 
transfer Ofa Latu, as well 
as junior college all-Amer-
icans Suli Tamaivena and 
Louy Compton. 

Shaver said that with 
the new additions to the 
group, the linebacker 
corps is set to have a 
bounceback season and 
to use the combination of 
seasoned vets and athletic 
newcomers to 
its advantage.

“Hopefully depth is our 
biggest strength,” he 
said. “We hope that we 
can play by committee. 
If one guy takes a blow 
or gets tired, we’ve got 
another guy ready and 
it’s not a major drop off. 
That’s what we’re 
aiming at.”
.
As Utah State gets its 
2017 campaign under-
way, all eyes will be on 
the linebackers. Including 
those of the players.

“We’ve got a very talent-
ed group, so I’m excited 
to see who’s going to 
blow up this season,” 
Te’i said.

It’s probably safe to say 
Aggie fans would agree.
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Kent Myers introduced himself  to Utah 
State fans under the unlikeliest of  circum-

stances. It was 2014, the fifth and final 
year of  quarterback Chuckie Keeton’s 

legacy as the guy who seemed to do it all, 
when a rash of  injuries tore through the 

Aggies’ best laid plans. 

Keeton, who starred in Aggie football’s 
rise to national relevance with a historic 
2012 campaign sparked by an overtime 
victory over Utah and sealed with a de-

finitive 41-15 Idaho Bowl beatdown over 
Toledo, only made it three games into his 
final season. After previously shredding his 
knee against BYU in 2013, the knee gave 
out again — this time midway through a 

home contest against Wake Forest — leav-
ing the offense in the hands of  

Darell Garretson.
. 

lo g a n j o n e s

MYERS

MANIA

Take 
Number 

Two



Garretson managed to stay healthy 
through four games, but the cycle of  
twisted ligaments and broken bones 
continued in a nightmarish loss in Ft. 
Collins. Garretson snapped his throwing 
wrist, the Aggies floundered, and the 
starting job fell to third stringer Craig 
Harrison. Harrison’s season-ending knee 
injury came not even a full game later.
By the first week of  November, the 

program had little choice but to call 
on an entirely untested true freshman. 
It was a road game in Hawai’i, four 
time zones away from his home team’s 
fans and their newly-acquired taste for 
gridiron success, that Kent Myers took 
his first snap as the team’s starter — 186 
yards and three touchdowns later, Myers 
was a hero.

Suddenly it was the Texas native’s show. 
Myers’ outing in Hawai’i was near-per-
fect, and backed by a still-dominant 
defense the Aggies scrapped their way to 
four straight wins behind a fourth-string 
signal-caller. The dual-threat QB 
silenced any talk of  merely being a 
decent placeholder with a 48-yard first 
quarter touchdown run in the New 
Mexico Bowl the same year, a go-ahead 
run that aided Utah State in its 21-6 
victory over UTEP. It became clear the 
future of  Utah State football wore the 
no. 2, and the recent streak of  Aggie 
bowl wins appeared safe for seasons 
to come.

Nearly two years later, Myers cleaned 
out a locker after a joyless 2016 
campaign, eager to leave an unsatisfying 
3-9 record in the rearview.

“That’s why I said I’m excited for this 
year,” Myers said of  his final season,

 “because how are we going to battle 
back from being 3-9? You don’t want to 
be 3-9 again. I’ve never been 3-9. That 
hurts.” 

The chip on Myers’ shoulder is clear. 
Despite flashes of  brilliance over the 
course of  nearly three years at the helm 
of  the Aggie offense, the senior’s reputa-
tion will probably only ever be as good 
as Utah State’s record. True, Myers isn’t 
without his flaws. 
A statistical regression from his 
sophomore season to a less-than-stellar 

garretson wrist

injuries

harrison knee

“I’ve never been 3-9. That hurts.” 
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junior year is undeniable — his 
completion percentage faltered, his total 
touchdown passes dipped from 16 to 10 
and eight interceptions marked a career 
high. The drop in production owed 
something to the lack of  continuity at 
the offensive coordinator position and a 
below-average offensive line, but even in 
what head coach Matt Wells terms the 
“ultimate team sport,” Myers knows it’s 
the quarterback that ultimately answers 
for the team’s successes — and failures.

Somewhat under the radar, 2016 also 
saw Myers shoulder significantly more 
of  the offensive load, surpassing his 
sophomore season by nearly 1,000 
passing yards and setting career highs in 
yards on the ground (449) and rushing 
touchdowns (six). Despite signs of  Myers 

improved stats
myers

season best rushing touchdowns  6
career high throwing yards 449

maturing into one of  the more 
dangerous quarterbacks in the 
conference, the crushing nature of  last 
season’s close losses seemed to eclipse 
any positive developments in his game. 

“We won three games, but really we 
should’ve won at least four of  them you 
know,” Myers said. “There were some 
close games that either we didn’t finish 
or we didn’t start fast enough. I really 
think if  we dial down those mistakes — 
shoot, we would’ve won seven games 
and nobody would be talking about us 
being in last place.”

It’s tough to recall Myers leading a 
flawless eight play, 74-yard drive against 
Colorado State, or the equally impres-
sive 60-yard scoring drive on the Aggies’ 
next possession. Myers’ ability to pick 
up on CSU’s disguised blitzes early gave 
the elusive senior ample opportunity 
to pick apart the Rams’ defense with 
quick passes to the sidelines, tucking it 
himself  to complete the drives with a 
pair of  nifty touchdown runs. No, those 
positives were buried under a sec-
ond-half  collapse that saw a rejuvenated 
CSU defense hold the Aggies’ final four 

possessions to two punts, a turnover on 
downs and an interception.

When Myers is on, he’s on. The senior 
still owns the lowest career interception 
rate of  any quarterback in program 
history, with 31 touchdowns to his 
credit and just 14 interceptions in 679 
passes. He’s the only Aggie quarterback 
in the modern era to rush for three 
touchdowns in a game, set the USU 
single-game record for rushing yards by 
a quarterback (191) and still holds the 
Mountain West single-game record for 
completion percentage (93.3 percent).
But when the confident swagger of  a 
guy who’s been staring down Division 
I defenses since the tender age of  19 
fades, so too does the fleeting impression 
that he can single-handedly take over a 
game. Now, with just 12 games to prove 
“Myers mania” was no fluke, the senior 
is hungry for more than just a 
comeback season.

“For us to be successful, I know coach 
Wells always says it, our best players are 
going to have to play their best year,” 
Myers said. 
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The goal is the same it’s always been — com-
pete for a Mountain West championship, win 
a bowl game. With a unanimous last-place 
preseason selection hanging over his head, 
Utah State’s starting quarterback still sees no 
reason to doubt his current squad of  
underdogs.

“I really don’t like to look into the past,” 
Myers said. “We were 3-9. I’m a 3-9 starting 
quarterback. Dallin [Leavitt] is a 3-9 starting 
safety. Coach Wells is a 3-9 head coach. I like 
to look at what we’re doing right now.”

What the Aggies are doing now includes trust-
ing new offensive coordinator David Yost’s su-
percharged, ultra-efficient spread offense built 
on speed and fueled by savvy pre-snap adjust-
ments — skills well within Myers’ wheelhouse. 
The team also welcomes back fully-healthy 
senior safety Dallin Leavitt, a deep
secondary and offensive weapons 
Ron’Quavion Tarver and Dax 
Raymond boasting big-play potential. But the 
right personnel is only half  the battle — the 
other half, Myers chalks up to something a 
little more intrinsic

“It’s not all about talent, it’s about heart,” 
Myers said. “Coach Wells said last year when 
we were playing USC, ‘you have three hours. 
Who’s going to be the best team in those three 
hours?’”

Glaring mental weakness showed down the 
stretch in 2016, as the team appeared to lack 
all resolve in losses both at home to New 
Mexico and in Reno. The Aggies played not to 
lose, wilting under the weighty expectation to 
survive a gutted front seven and remain one of  
the conference’s premier defenses. For Leavitt, 
the undisputed vocal leader of  USU’s stacked 
secondary, the underdog role is nothing new.
“It pisses me off. Really. It’s disrespect,” 
Leavitt said. “People think we’ll only win 
3-4 games or whatever they said. Last place 
basically. I mean I understand where they’re 
coming from, but it’s disrespect. I think we’ve 
got something to prove.”

For Utah State to rebound as a program back 
to the days of  bowl wins and Mountain West 
title contention, it’ll take the best Myers has to 
offer. Better pocket awareness, more guts to try 
the deep ball and an emphasis on his dynamic 
dual-threat abilities feels like a tall order. By 
season’s end, Myers will clean out his locker 
for the last time, his final game as a college 
quarterback in the rearview — only this time, 
he’ll be satisfied.

“We have nothing to lose,” Myers said. “They 
already think we’re gonna get last place, only 
win three or four games. But we have some-
thing to show ‘em 
this year.”
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“WE HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE.”

“I really don’t like to look into the past.”



the crossroads of 
utah state football
It wasn’t long ago that 
Utah State was staring 
at the inside track for a 
Mountain West champi-
onship. The Aggies wel-
comed the No. 21-ranked 
Boise State Broncos to Lo-
gan on October 16, 2015. 
The Broncos had entered 
the season as heavy fa-
vorites to win their sec-
ond consecutive MW title. 

The Aggies, in their third 
season in the MW, were 
picked second in presea-
son polls and received two 
first-place votes, but were 
largely considered second-
ary to Boise’s dominance 
of the Mountain Division. 
With Boise entering the 
game on a 12-game win-
ning streak in the series, 
there was little reason to 

expect differently on that 
October night.
The best thing about sports 
is how little we know about 
them.
The Aggie defense forced 
seven turnovers in the first 
half alone, including a 
90-yard interception re-
turn for a touchdown by 
current Green Bay Packer 
Marwin Evans to close the 

half and put USU up 45-
10. Coasting through the 
second half, Utah State 
won 52-26.
Since then, the Aggies 
have gone 5-14 since that 
October uprising. What 
initially appeared to be 
a coronation has since 
become a turning point, 
a question mark, and a 
scapegoat. On-field disap-
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pointments have only been 
equaled by their off-field 
counterparts. Since that 
October night, Utah State 
has had more players ar-
rested than they’ve had 
victories. As the team’s 
off-field issues have grown 
more numerous and ever 
louder, the on-field play 
has faltered, and a sense 
of impending doom has 
creeped over the Aggie 
faithful.

Infallibly, no. As long 
as sports coerce us into 
entrust our sleeve-worn 
hearts to the bouncing of 
an oddly-shaped ball, op-
timism will abound as we 
attempt to convince our-
selves of the best possible 

outcome. And there are 
plenty of sources of opti-
mism as the Aggies em-
bark on the 2017 season.
Last year ended USU’s 
five-year streak of bowl 
appearance, with a dispir-
iting 3-9 campaign leav-
ing the Aggies well short. 
Look at individual games, 
however, and that dis-
tance shrinks. The Aggies 
finished 0-4 in one posses-
sion games, a category 
that splits closer to .500 
over the long-term. Utah 
State also finished last 
season with a -5 turnover 
margin, which should also 
drift more towards zero 
this year. Both statistics 
are large reasons why col-
lege football analyst Phil 

Steele predicts the Aggies 
to return to bowl eligibility 
this season.

New faces in Logan also 
feature to bolster the Ag-
gies’ efforts to return to 
the cream of the MW 
crop. New offensive coor-
dinator David Yost brings 
with him a pedigree of 
experience and success 
in the Big 12, SEC, and 
Pac-12. A new offensive 
system could be the per-
fect alleviation for USU’s 
79th-ranked scoring of-
fense from a year ago. 
Predicated on fast play 
between snaps, stretching 
the defense vertically, and 
exposing the weak spots 
of a defense, Yost’s offen-

sive plan is reason enough 
to believe senior Kent My-
ers may still deliver on the 
promise he showed as a 
freshman.

Speaking of freshmen, the 
Aggies hauled in one of 
their best recruiting class-
es in recent years over the 
summer. Mixing in a vari-
ety of talented freshman 
and plug-in-play junior 
college transfers along 
with redshirted players 
from a season ago, rein-
forcements are well on 
their way. TE Carson Ter-
rell, WR Jordan Nathan, 
and OL Alfred Edwards all 
look positioned to contrib-
ute as freshmen. Juniors 
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like LB Louy Compton, OL 
Sean Taylor, CB Deante 
Fortenberry, and OL Ro-
man Andrus are all set to 
provide instant depth and 
playmaking as JC trans-
fers.

USU has also been rav-
aged by injuries in years 
past, and a full season of 
health could drastically 
change the perception of 
Aggie football. Sopho-
more TE Dax Raymond 
is a 6-5, 245 lbs monster 
that could be poised for 
a breakout season after 
spending much of his time 
on the sideline a year ago 
with a back injury. Senior 
safety and vocal leader 
Dallin Leavitt also missed 
several games during last 
season on top of the Ag-
gies losing last year’s start-
ing RB Devantae Mays for 
much of the year. Mays is 
now with Evans in Green 
Bay, but this year’s corps 
of running backs in seniors 
Tonny Lindsay and LaJuan 
Hunt and junior Justen 
Hervey would obviously 
benefit with a year of rel-
ative health. 

 The defensive line, the 
long-time heart of the suc-
cess of the Aggie defense, 
is also set for a renais-
sance. Two years ago, the 
line was hit hard when four 
of its members, Adewale 
Adeoye, Edmund Faima-
lo, John Taylor, and Travis 
Seefeldt were all involved 
in a car accident in June 
of 2015. The following 
offseason, DE Brady Holt 
was also involved in a se-
rious car accident, break-
ing multiple vertebrae and 
sustaining a neck fracture 
and brain damage in the 
process. All five players 
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survived their ordeals, 
and in Holt’s case, the re-
covery has been nothing 
short of miraculous. Only 
Adeoye, now a junior, re-
mains on the roster, the 
rest having since graduat-
ed or retired. As the trag-
edy of the last two off-sea-
sons continues to heal, the 
line looks to reclaim its 
spot as not just one of the 
MW’s best, but as one of 
the best in the country.

The road ahead for Utah 
State football is still tough. 
Boise State, Wyoming, 
Colorado State, and BYU 
all venture to Maverik Sta-
dium this season, posing a 
brutal home schedule for 
the Aggies, who attained 
all three victories last sea-
son on Merlin Olsen Field. 
The road harbors no safe-
ty either, however, as the 
Aggies face four bowl 
winners from a year ago 
away from Cache Val-
ley. And USU hasn’t won 
away from home since 
Fresno State in 2015, one 
week prior to that infa-
mous Boise State game. 
Bowl eligibility is certainly 
a possibility this season, 
but it will be no bed of ros-
es and no pleasure cruise.
But as the cliché goes, the 
hottest fires produce the 
hardest steel. This year’s 
rendition of Aggie football 
is rough around the edges 
and needs its share of re-
finement. Players and staff 
alike will share in at least 
some of that sentiment. 
The pressures of the sea-
son can either eat away 
at the team like limestone 
or harden them like dia-
monds.

The Aggie fan in all of us 
wishes for the same out-
come.
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WISCONSIN

HOME OF THE BADGERS

A perennial contender 
in the Big Ten West, the 
Badgers appear primed 
for another strong season. 
Sophomore quarterback 
Alex Hornibrook is under 
center again after a prom-
ising freshman campaign. 
He’ll be reliant on senior 
tight end Troy Fumagalli, 
who led the team in re-
ceptions a season ago 
and is expected to take 
on a larger role going for-
ward. While not explosive 
last year, the Wisconsin 
offense can expect con-
sistency with the return of 
all five starting offensive 
linemen from last year’s 
squad. 

It’s on the defensive side 
of the ball where Wiscon-

sin asserts its dominance. 
Last season, the Badgers 
boasted a top five scor-
ing defense and finished 
seventh in yards per game 
allowed. The core of the 
defense took a hit when 
senior linebacker Jack 
Cichy went down with a 
knee injury in fall practice, 
but the rest of last year’s 
front seven returns and 
the defense should be as 
indomitable as ever. 

Wisconsin came with-
in three touchdowns of 
an undefeated season 
in 2016 with seven-point 
losses to Michigan, Ohio 
State (in overtime) and 
Penn State being the only 
blemishes on the schedule. 
Though aided by playing 

in the weaker division, the 
Badgers should again be 
a contender for the Big 
Ten championship in 2017.

friday  september 1    7:00 pm   
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HOME OF THE BENGALS

The Idaho State Bengals 
are hoping this season 
plays out similar to the 
last time they visited Lo-
gan, in 2014. The Bengals 
lost that game, but went 
on to an 8-4 record that 
season. It’s the winning 
season the team has had 
since 2003 and only the 
second time the squad 
has won more than three 
games. Once again, Ida-
ho State is in the cellar of 
the Big Sky conference 
this season, picked to fin-
ish last in both the media 
and the coaches’ polls 
by virtue of consecutive 
2-9 seasons. The Bengals 
aren’t worried about win-
ning a stout Big Sky con-
ference — simply being 
competitive would be a 
significant improvement.

Junior quarterback Tan-
ner Gueller is the key 
man on offense. The 
Rochester, Washington 
product threw for 2,300 
yards and 20 touchdowns 
last year, placing him 
solidly in the middle of 
the pass-happy Big Sky. 
Gone, however, are the 
top two receiving threats 
from last year. Filling the 
void will be senior Hagen 
Graves, who caught 40 
passes for just over 400 
yards, and Mitch Guel-
ler, the brother of Tan-
ner. Mitch, though three 
years older than Tanner, 
is just a sophomore after 
spending time in the Phil-
lies organization playing 
baseball. He was solid 
in his first year in a Ben-

gals uniform, catching 36 
passes for 509 yards. 

Defensively, the Bengals 
are a mess. The crew 
was one of the worst in 
the conference last sea-
son, allowing more than 
40 points per game and 
more than 500 yards per 
outing. A bright spot is 
the line, with sophomore 
Chance Salutregui and 
Tate Razor anchoring a 
pass rush that was com-
petent at getting to the 
quarterback last season.
 

IDAHO STATE 
thursday   september 7     6:00 pm   
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WAKE FOREST 

HOME OF THE DEMON DEACONS

Wake Forest has taken sig-
nificant strides in the three 
years Dave Clawson has 
been at the helm, earning 
the team’s first winning 
record since 2008 last 
season. The defense is 
the strength of the squad, 
ranking in the top 40 in the 
country in yards per game 
and top 25 in scoring de-
fense a year ago. The of-
fense has begun the climb 
out of the basement it was 
in when Clawson arrived 
(finishing last in the coun-
try in yards per game in 
2014), but still has a long 
way to go. If the defense 
regresses at all next sea-
son, the Demon Deacons 
might struggle to return to 
a bowl game.

The Deacons are looking 
for an offensive spark 
from sophomore quar-
terback Kendall Hinson, 
who missed last season 
with a knee injury but 
brings a dynamic attack. 
Fellow sophomore Cade 
Carney brings some size 
(215 pounds) and scoring 
prowess (six touchdowns) 
to the halfback position 
while junior Tabari Hines is 
the lead-threat at wideout. 

First-team freshman 
All-American Jessie Bates 
III anchors the defensive 
backfield. Though he is 
unlikely to improve on 
the two interceptions re-
turned for touchdowns he 
had last season, he should 
continue to be a consistent 

ball-hawking threat at the 
safety position. Anchoring 
the defensive line is senior 
end Duke Ejiofor, who led 
the team with 10.5 sacks a 
year ago.

saturday  september 16    1:00 pm   
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HOME OF THE SPARTANS

How much impact can an 
offensive line have on an 
offense? The 2017 San 
José State Spartans could 
prove to be an interesting 
case study. All five line-
men return from a year 
ago, bringing their 123 
combined starts with them. 
Junior tight end Josh Ol-
iver, primarily used as a 
blocker in years past, is 
the only other returning 
starter on that side of the 
ball. Though he was given 
time on the field a season 
ago, sophomore quarter-
back Josh Love is project-
ed to get his first start in a 
Spartan uniform this year. 
With a visit from South 
Florida and road trips to 
Texas and the University 
of Utah, the Spartan of-

fense will need the line to 
carry the unit to avoid a 
painful start to the season. 

On the defensive side, 
SJSU brings back seven 
starters from a squad that 
allowed more than 30 
points per game a year 
ago. The rushing defense 
was particularly egre-
gious as opponents picked 
up nearly 250 yards per 
game on the ground. The 
defensive backs are a 
strength, however, as first-
team all-conference cor-
nerback Andre Chachere 
and second-team honoree 
safety Maurice McKnight 
each return. 

New coach Brent Brennan 
will need some surpris-

ing developments to help 
the team avoid a fourth-
straight season without 
a bowl appearance. The 
Spartans will need to take 
advantage of a crucial 
stretch in the middle of the 
season — home against 
Utah State, at UNLV, 
home for Fresno State and 
at Hawaii — because they 
finish the year with games 
against BYU, San Diego 
State, Nevada, Colora-
do State and Wyoming. 
It seems likely that San 
José State is in for another 
building year.

SAN JOSE STATE 
saturday  september 23    5:30 pm   
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 BYU 

HOME OF THE COUGARS

As usual, the Cougars 
have a front-loaded 
schedule, with games 
against LSU, Utah, Wis-
consin, Boise State and 
Mississippi State in the 
first month and a half. It 
will be difficult for head 
coach Kalani Sitake to re-
peat the success he had 
in his first season with 
that schedule, but the ex-
tra home game the team 
earns by virtue of a road 
trip to Hawaii should be 
enough to get BYU to nine 
wins again. The Cougars’ 
losses last year were all 
close — they lost four 
games by a total of eight 
points — but also pulled 
out a number of narrow 
victories. A shift in close-
game performance in ei-

ther direction could lead 
to a significantly different 
season for BYU in 2017.

Junior quarterback Tan-
ner Mangum is the front 
man on offense. He has 
13 starts over two sea-
sons under his belt and, 
with the departure of su-
per senior Taysom Hill, 
will be expected to lead 
the offense. That job 
will be made more diffi-
cult with the departure 
of career rushing leader 
Jamaal Williams and the 
offense’s top three re-
ceivers, but BYU should 
have the talent to replace 
them. Look for Mountain 
Crest High School prod-
uct Moroni Laulu-Pututau 
to have a breakout sea-

son after switching from 
receiver to tight end this 
season. 

The defense looks to be 
the strength of the team 
again this year. Senior 
safety Micah Hannemann 
is back to anchor a tal-
ented backfield. The 
squad also has returning 
starters at the linebacker 
positions in Fred Warner, 
Butch Pau’u and Francis 
Bernard. The question 
is on the defensive line, 
where a whole new crew 
will be taking over the 
starting positions. 

friday  september 29    6:00 pm   
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HOME OF THE RAMS

Quietly, Colorado State ex-
tended their bowl appear-
ance streak to four years 
last season with a 7-6 cam-
paign. The Rams finished a 
distant fifth in the division, 
however, losing to three 
of the four teams above 
them in the standings. This 
year, CSU is picked to finish 
second in the division, and 
that optimism riding large-
ly on the arm of senior QB 
Nick Stevens. Stevens split 
time in only 10 games last 
season and still threw for 
1,933 yards with a 19-5 
touchdown-to-interception 
ratio. This year, Stevens 
has been named the start-
er since spring camp and 
looks to guide CSU to their 
first conference title since 
2002.

All told, 14 total starters re-
turn from last year’s squad. 
The receiving corps is led 
by senior Michael Gallup, 
who ranked 14th in the 
country for receiving yards 
a season ago, tallying 
1,272 yards on the sea-
son with 14 touchdowns. 
Senior and MW Presea-
son All-Conference team 
selection OL Jake Bennett 
anchors an offensive line 
that should allow plenty 
of time for the Rams to at-
tack downfield. Should the 
Rams fail through the air, 
they also return their top 
four rushers, led by senior 
RB Dalyn Dawkins, who 
eclipsed 1,000 yards from 
scrimmage on the season.

The Rams switched from a 
4-3 base defense in 2015 
to their current 3-4 scheme 
under DC Marty English 
and are still adapting. With 
eight returning starters on 
defense, this year may 
bring a quantum leap. The 
linebackers are stacked, re-
turning senior Evan Colori-
to and junior Josh Watson, 
who ranked a respective 
fourth and second in tackles 
last season. If a weak link 
exists for the Rams, it’s in 
the secondary. Sophomore 
cornerback Anthony Haw-
kins started four games last 
season… at wide receiver. 
This year, the sophomore 
looks to play an integral 
part of the secondary, al-
beit alongside seniors Justin 
Sweet and Jake Schlager. 

COLORADO STATE   
saturday  october 7    2:30 pm   
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 WYOMING

HOME OF THE COWBOYS 

How ‘bout those Cow-
boys! The Pokes burst 
onto the national scene in 
Craig Bohl’s third year on 
the job, winning the Moun-
tain division en route to 
an 8-6 record. Wyoming 
will again bring national 
attention to Laramie this 
season with potential NFL 
first-round selection Josh 
Allen at quarterback and 
nonconference matchups 
against Iowa and Ore-
gon. Will the Cowboys be 
able to replicate the close-
game success they had 
last year?

Allen will need to be the 
franchise leader NFL 
scouts are hoping he is 
as standout running back 
Brian Hill and top receiv-

er Tanner Gentry are both 
gone. Allen will have a 
green crew at the skill po-
sitions with projected start-
ing back Milo Hall having 
zero career carries and re-
ceiver C.J. Johnson lead-
ing the returners at receiv-
er with just 21 receptions. 

Defensively, the Pokes 
are anchored by two-time 
all-conference safety An-
drew Wingard. Last sea-
son he led the team with 
131 tackles and added 
two interceptions and two 
forced fumbles. Like his 
offensive counterpart at 
quarterback, Wingard 
is already getting some 
early NFL attention. The 
rest of the defense is less 
effective, however. Wyo-

ming allowed more than 
450 yards per game and 
finished outside the top 
100 in points allowed per 
game, giving up more than 
34 per outing. In fact, only 
once did the Cowboys 
hold an opponent under 
20 points. If the offense 
takes a step back, will the 
defense be able to make 
up the gap?

saturday   october 14   2:30  pm   
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HOME OF THE REBELS

Defense will likely be a 
weakness for UNLV again 
this year. Only three start-
ers return from a unit that 
allowed more than 35 
points per game last sea-
son. The strength of the de-
fense is the tackle position, 
anchored by seniors Jason 
Fao and Mike Hughes Jr. 
The rest of the unit is inex-
perienced and will need to 
develop rapidly. Lineback-
er Gabe McCoy could 
have a breakout season 
after receiving praise from 
the coaching staff during 
spring ball. 

Offensively, the Rebels 
will be handing the keys to 
electric redshirt freshman 
Armani Rogers. The du-
al-threat quarterback was 

one of the top recruits at 
his position in 2016 and 
could add to an already 
exciting offense. Running 
back Charles Williams will 
look to build on a strong 
freshman campaign and 
senior Devonte Boyd is the 
lead man in a deep receiv-
ing group. Coupled with a 
stout offensive line, led by 
senior tackle Kyle Saxelid, 
Rogers will be surrounded 
with experienced talent. 

UNLV hasn’t appeared in 
a bowl game since 2013 
and has finished with a 
winning record just once 
since 2000. Unfortunately 
for the Rebels, they’ll need 
some good fortune to turn 
those trends around this 
year. If a couple of defen-

sive playmakers rise up 
and Rogers hits the ground 
running, UNLV could sur-
prise in a weak division. 
Otherwise, it’ll be another 
long season in Las Vegas.

UNLV  
saturday  october 21   4:00 pm   
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 BOISE STATE

HOME OF THE BRONCOS 

The Boise State Broncos 
were nine points away 
from an undefeated reg-
ular season in 2016, yet 
didn’t play for the Moun-
tain West championship. 
A seven-point loss at Air 
Force in the final week of 
the season dropped the 
Broncos into a tie with Wy-
oming for the division lead, 
propelling the Cowboys to 
the title game by virtue of 
their win over Boise State 
in Laramie. Despite con-
sistently competing at the 
top of the conference, the 
Broncos haven’t taken 
home the Mountain West 
trophy since 2014. Will 
that change in 2017?

Much of the pressure for 
Boise State will fall on 

junior Brett Rypien. The 
all-conference quarter-
back has thrown for near-
ly 7,000 yards in his 23 
games but will be leading 
the offense without the ser-
vices of workhorse back 
Jeremy McNichols and 
sure-handed safety net 
Thomas Sperbeck. Senior 
wide receiver Cedric Wil-
son showed some big-play 
potential last year and 
could fill in nicely as the 
go-to target. Sophomore 
back Alexander Mattison 
also showed flashes at 
times a season ago.

Defensively, the Broncos 
might take a step back 
from the unit that finished 
in the top 30 in scoring 
defense last year. Junior 

saturday  october 28    8:00  pm   

tackle David Moa is the 
leader and will anchor 
the middle of the unit, but 
the linebacking corps and 
the defensive backs are 
young. Returning starter 
Tyler Horton has all-con-
ference aspirations at cor-
ner, but will need some 
youngsters to step up to 
solidify the pass defense.
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HOME OF THE LOBOS

New Mexico has steadi-
ly improved under coach 
Bob Davie — consecutive 
bowl games with a 9-4 
record last season and a 
tie for first-place in the di-
vision — but might struggle 
to maintain that level of 
success. The defense has 
seen the most significant 
growth in recent years, 
but still allowed more than 
30 points per game a year 
ago and lost nine of its 
starters. The schedule will 
also be more difficult as 
the regular rotation has 
the Lobos facing West di-
vision foe San Diego State 
in addition to the already 
difficult Mountain oppo-
nents. Add on a Novem-
ber trip to College Station 
to take on Texas A&M and 

the Lobos could have one 
of the most difficult sched-
ules in the conference.

Offensively, New Mexico 
had the most potent rush-
ing attack in the nation 
in 2016, averaging 350 
yards per game. Senior 
quarterback Lamar Jor-
dan will no longer have 
to split touches and, with 
the departure of running 
back Teriyon Gipson, 
will be the focal point of 
the attack. Junior Tyrone 
Owens flashed last sea-
son with 1,097 yards and 
seven scores, while senior 
Richard McQuarley is the 
short-yardage hammer af-
ter 18 touchdowns a year 
ago.

Despite the loss of start-
ers on defense, the 
squad does have a num-
ber of upperclassmen 
ready to fill in those 
roles. Senior Garrett 
Hughes is the most im-
portant player as he’ll 
be expected to hold the 
defensive line together. 
Senior linebacker Kim-
mie Carson is the other 
returning starter and will 
be looking to build on a 
season in which he was 
second on the team in 
tackles for a loss. 

 NEW MEXICO 
saturday  noVember 4   3:30 pm   
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HAWAII

HOME OF THE RAINBOW WARRIORS 

The Rainbow Warriors im-
pressed in the first season 
with Nick Rolovich at the 
helm, finishing the sea-
son 7-7 and picking up a 
blowout win in the bowl 
game. Hawaii won’t have 
the benefit of surprise this 
season, however, and 
will have to prove that 
last year’s performance 
wasn’t an outlier.

Quarterback Dru Brown 
impressed in his sopho-
more campaign, throwing 
for nearly 2,500 yards and 
19 touchdowns. Rolovich 
implemented a creative of-
fense that took advantage 
of multiple formations and 
misdirection to score near-
ly 30 points per game. Se-
nior running back Dioce-

my Saint Juste is looking 
to build on a 1,000-yard 
campaign, while 6-foot-4 
receiver Ammon Barker 
will step into the starting 
role outside. The front line 
is experienced with three 
returning starters and four 
upperclassmen among the 
group.

The Rainbow Warriors 
have a strong spine up the 
middle of the defense, but 
plenty of youth elsewhere. 
Middle backer Jahlani 
Tavai is the anchor, lead-
ing the squad with 129 
tackles in the 2016 cam-
paign. Safety Trayvon 
Henderson is the leader 
of the unit, serving as the 
safety valve behind the 
rest of the defense. Defen-

sive tackle Viane Moala, 
a sophomore, could be 
in for a breakout season. 

saturday  noVember 18    tba 
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HOME OF THE FALCONS

For fans of high-scoring 
games, the Air Force Acad-
emy should be must-watch 
television in 2017. Junior 
Arion Worthman is a pro-
totype option quarterback 
and led the Falcons to six 
consecutive wins after tak-
ing over midway through 
the season. He rushed for 
nearly 700 yards and six 
touchdowns while also 
keeping defenses honest 
with his arm (including 
a 200-yard passing per-
formance in the Arizona 
Bowl). Big-play threat Tim 
McVey is the true key to 
the offense, however. 
The senior has scored 26 
career touchdowns for 
the Academy and owns 
the school’s yards-per-at-
tempt record for rushes 

and receptions. At nearly 
8.5 yards per carry in his 
career, McVey can sin-
gle-handedly wreck havoc 
on a defensive gameplan. 
Air Force has the tools to 
put up a lot of points in 
2017.

On the other side of the 
high-scoring spectrum is 
the Falcons’ defense. All 
but one starter is gone 
— including the superb-
ly-named Academy leg-
end Weston Steelhammer 
— from a unit that already 
struggled to slow down 
opposing offenses. The 
offense was productive 
enough to cover up much 
of the defensive struggles 
(AFA defeated Colorado 
State and San Jose State 

in consecutive weeks de-
spite allowing 84 com-
bined points) but can 
the Falcons do that for 
another season? 

Troy Calhoun, one of the 
most respected coaches 
in the conference, will 
need his team to find 
an answer quickly: road 
games against Michi-
gan, New Mexico and 
Navy, as well as a home 
meeting with San Diego 
State, all loom in the first 
five weeks of the season.

AIR FORCE
saturday  noVember 25    tba 
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MAKE 
BETTER
DECISIONS

Logan LDS Institute
myinstitute.ldschurch.org

Adventure Night—$15 per person
Enjoy two exciting hours on the course.

////////////// Zip Line //////////////////////////////////////
////////////// Giant Swing /////////////////////////////////
////////////// Climbing Tower /////////////////////////////
////////////// and much more /////////////////////////////

AdventureNight.usu.edu  435.797.0423

VENTURE OUTat the
 USU Challenge Course

AGGIES guide for
Off Campus recycling!

Please DO NOT put plastic bags, glass, pizza boxes, 
styrofoam, clothing, or garbage in the recycling dumpster!   

435-716-9755
www.loganutah.org
ggg gggg gggggggggg ggggg 

gg gggggg ggggggggg

Paper of ALL TYPES
junk mail, phone books, printer paper, newspaper, magazines, etc.

Cardboard & Paperboard
cereal boxes, cracker boxes, packaging, etc.

NO PIZZA BOXES or other greasy paper

Tin & Steel Cans
soup cans, vegetable cans, chili, canned fruit, etc. soup cans, vegetable cans, chili, canned fruit, etc. 

Aluminum Cans
soda and juice cans.  No foil please!

Plastic Containers & Lids 
(Numbered 1-7) 

Remove lids from containers. Containers ONLY please, no plastic 
tarps, plastic bags, bubble wrap, plastic wrap, etc.

Hey Aggies, 
with us... 
there are no 
false starts.

ZERO–FARE

CALL: 4 3 5 - 7 5 2 - 2 8 7 7

OR VISIT US AT: W W W . C V T D B U S . O R G

Brining Communities Together

Hey Aggies, 
let us be 
your safety. 
Ride with 
us this year.

Hey Aggies, 
with us... 
there are no 
false starts.

ZERO–FARE

CALL: 4 3 5 - 7 5 2 - 2 8 7 7

OR VISIT US AT: W W W . C V T D B U S . O R G

Brining Communities Together



Utah’s Oldest Jewelry Store- 
Helping Aggies Since 1896

Redefining Engaged®AGGIES


